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A FOREWORD 

The  years  1937,  1938  and  1939  are  a period  during  which  the  American 
people  will  observe  as  a national  celebration  of  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the 
Signing,  Ratification  and  Adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
In  addition  to  the  national  commemoration,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  which  the  Constitution  was  signed,  adopted  and  ratified,  is  making 
plans  for  a special  celebration. 

Feeling  that  an  understanding  of  the  historical  significance  of  this  great 
state  document  is  essential,  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  has  pre- 
pared the  following  bibliography  of  books  dealing  with  the  Constitution. 

This  is  a working  list  for  those  who  wish  to  obtain  information  regarding 
the  Constitution,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  came  into  being,  and  the 
life  and  social  customs  of  the  people  of  that  day.  It  includes  individual  biog- 
raphies of  important  delegates  to  the  Constitution  Convention;  others  are 
included  in  collective  biographies.  Whenever  possible  contemporary  docu- 
ments or  books  of  the  1700’s  and  1800’s  have  been  included. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  that  this  bibliog- 
raphy will  be  of  value  to  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  has  been  carefully  prepared  and,  though  not  a complete  list,  we  feel  that 
it  will  be  of  service  to  historical  and  patriotic  societies,  clubs  and  organiza- 
tions wishing  to  find  material  dealing  with  the  Constitution. 

The  bibliography  is  the  work  of  Helen  H.  Aten,  A.L.A.,  and  was  especially 
prepared  for  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 

CHARLES  J.  DUTTON 
Historian 
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Adams,  Randolph  G.  editor.  Selected  political  essays  of  James  Wilson, 
edited  with  an  introductory  essay  by  R.  G.  Adams.  New  York,  Alfred 
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ington, Government  Printing  office,  1897. 
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the  United  States.  New  York,  Macmillan  and  company,  1913. 
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today  — and  tomorrow?  New  York,  Doubleday  Doran  & Company, 
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millan and  CO.,  1936. 
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*Boutell,  Lewis  Henry.  Life  of  Roger  Sherman.  Chicago,  1896. 

Boutwell,  George  S.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  at  the  end  of 
the  first  century.  Boston,  D.  C.  Heath  & co.,  1895. 

Bowen,  Francis,  editor.  Documents  of  the  constitution  of  England  and 
America,  from  Magna  Charta  to  the  Federal  Constitution  of  1789. 
With  notes.  Cambridge,  John  Bartlett,  1854. 

Brant,  Irving.  Storm  over  the  Constitution.  Indianapolis,  Bobbs-Merrill 
Company,  1936. 

Brooks,  Elbridge  Streeter.  Historic  Americans.  New  York,  1899. 

*Brown,  William  Garrott.  The  life  of  Oliver  Ellsworth.  New  York,  Mac- 
millan and  CO.,  1905. 

Brownson,  O.  A.  American  republic:  its  Constitution  and  government. 
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Bryce,  James.  The  American  commonwealth.  3d  edition.  Completely  re- 
vised throughout.  2 vols.  New  York,  Macmillan  and  co.,  1893-1895. 

Bullitt,  William  Grigsby.  Review  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
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Carson,  Hampton  L.,  editor.  History  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  promulgation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  2 vols. 
Philadelphia,  J.  B.  Lippincott  co.,  1889. 
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Chandler,  Julian  Alvin  Carroll,  editor.  Genesis  and  birth  of  the  federal 
Constitution;  addresses  and  papers  in  the  Marshall-Wythe  school  of 
government  and  citizenship  of  the  college  of  William  and  Mary.  New 
York,  Macmillan  and  co.,  1924. 
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as  seen  in  the  development  of  American  law.  A course  of  lectures  be- 
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Elliott,  Jonathan.  The  debates  in  the  several  state  conventions  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  recommended  by  the  general 
convention  at  Philadelphia.  4 vols.  Washington,  For  the  editor,  1836. 

Farrand,  Max.  The  fathers  of  the  Constitution:  a chronicle  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  union.  New  Haven,  Yale  University  Press,  1921. 

Farrand,  Max,  editor.  Records  of  the  Federal  Convention  of  1787.  3 vols. 

New  Haven,  Yale  University  Press,  1911. 

*Fay,  Bernard.  Franklin,  the  apostle  of  modern  times.  New  York,  Little 
Brown  & co.,  1929. 

The  Federalist,  a commentary  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by 
Alexander  Hamilton,  James  Madison  and  John  Jay,  ed  . . . by  P.  L. 
Ford.  New  York,  1898. 

Fisher,  Sydney  George.  The  evolution  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  showing  that  it  is  a development  of  progressive  history  and  not 
an  isolated  document  struck  oif  at  a given  time  or  an  imitation  of  Eng- 
lish or  Dutch  forms  of  government.  Philadelphia,  J.  B.  Lippincott 
company,  1897. 

Fiske,  John.  Civil  government  in  the  United  States  considered  with  some 
reference  to  its  origins.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mitflin  and  company,  1890. 

Fiske,  John.  The  critical  period  of  American  history,  1783-1789.  Boston, 
Houghton,  Mifflin  and  company,  1899. 

Ford,  Paul  Leceister.  Pamphlets  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
States,  published  during  its  discussion  by  the  people,  1787-88.  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  Historical  printing  club,  1892. 

Ford,  Paul  Leceister.  Pamphlets  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
published  during  its  discussion  by  the  people,  1787-88.  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  1888. 

Foster,  Roger.  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
historical  and  juridical,  with  observations  upon  the  ordinary  provisions 
of  State  constitutions  and  a comparison  with  the  constitutions  of  other 
countries.  Vol.  1.  Boston,  The  Boston  book  company,  1895. 

Frothingham,  Richard.  The  rise  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States. 
Boston,  Little  Brown  & co.,  1872. 

*Gay,  Sydney  Howard.  James  Madison.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  co., 
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Hamilton,  Alexander.  The  works  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  edited  by  Henry 
Cabot  Lodge.  Vol.  1.  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  sons,  1885. 

Hart,  Albert  Bushnell.  Formation  of  the  Union,  1750-1829.  New  York, 
Longmans  Green  and  co.,  1896. 
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Hart,  Albert  Bushnell.  Introduction  to  the  study  of  federal  govei’nment. 
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comments  drawn  from  various  writers.  Edited  with  an  introduction 
by  Albert  Bushnell  Hart.  New  York,  Longmans,  Green  and  co.,  1901. 

Holst,  Hermann  Eduard  von.  The  constitutional  and  political  history  of 
the  United  States.  Translated  by  John  J.  Lalor.  8 vols.  Chicago, 
Callaghan  & co.,  1876-1892. 

Holst,  Herman  Eduard  von.  The  constitutional  law  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Authorized  edition,  translated  by  Alfred  Bishop  Mason. 
Vol.  (3).  Chicago,  Callaghan  & company,  1887. 

Jameson,  John  Alexander.  The  constitutional  convention;  its  history,  pow- 
ers, and  modes  of  proceeding.  3d  edition,  revised  and  corrected. 
Chicago,  Callaghan  and  company,  1873. 

Jameson,  John  Franklin,  editor.  Essays  on  the  constitutional  history  of  the 
LInited  States  in  the  formative  period,  1775-1789.  By  graduates  and 
former  members  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Boston,  Houghton, 
Mifflin  & co.,  1889. 

Jefferson,  Thomas.  Writings,  edited  by  P.  L.  Ford.  10  vols.  New  York, 
1892-1899. 

Johnson,  Allen,  editor.  Readings  in  American  constitutional  history,  1776- 
1876.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  & co.,  1912. 

Journals  of  Congress.  Containing  the  Proceedings,  1774-1788.  13  vols. 

Published  by  order  of  Congress,  Philadelphia,  1777-1788. 

Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  edited  from  the  original  records  in 
the  Library  of  Congress  by  W.  C.  Ford  and  Gaillard  Hunt.  1904-1914. 

Kasson,  John  Adam.  The  evolution  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  etc.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  company,  1904. 

King,  J.  A.  Framing  of  the  federal  Constitution  and  the  causes  leading 
thereto.  New  York  historical  society.  Addresses.  New  York,  1888. 

*King,  Rufus.  Life  and  correspondence,  edited  by  C.  R.  King.  (Vol.  1, 
appendix  contains  King’s  Notes  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1787.)  New  York,  1894-1900. 

Knapp,  George  Leonard.  Story  of  our  constitution.  New  York,  Dodd 
Mead  & Company,  Inc.,  1936. 

*Konkle,  Burton  Alva.  James  Wilson  and  the  constitution.  Philadelphia, 
1907. 

Landon,  Judson  S.  The  constitutional  history  and  government  of  the 
United  States.  Revised  edition.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  com- 
pany, 1900. 

Leigh,  Randolph.  The  citadel  of  freedom;  a brief  study  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  its  builders,  etc.  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  sons,  1924. 

*Lodge,  Henry  Cabot.  Alexander  Hamilton.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  and 
company,  1917. 

Long,  Breckinridge.  Genesis  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  New  York,  Macmillan  and  co.,  1926. 

Loring,  Caleb  William.  Nullification,  secession,  Webster’s  argument,  and 
the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  considered  in  reference  to  the 
Constitution  and  historically.  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  sons,  1893. 

Lyon,  Hastings.  Constitution  and  the  men  who  made  it;  the  story  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  1787.  Boston,  Houghton,  Mifflin  & co.,  1936. 

Macdonald,  William,  editor.  Select  charters  and  other  documents  illus- 
trative of  American  history  1606-1775.  Edited  with  notes.  New  York, 
The  Macmillan  company,  1899. 

Macdonald,  William,  editor.  Select  documents  illustrative  of  the  history 
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Munro,  William  Bennett.  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  a brief  and 
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3d  edition.  Washington,  D.  C.,  William  H.  Morrison,  1882. 

Patterson,  Charles  Stuart.  The  United  States  and  the  states  under  the 
constitution.  Philadelphia,  T.  & J.  W.  Johnson  & co.,  1888. 
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